Friends of Rouge Park - Meeting Minutes – Feb. 20, 2018

Attendance (26 attendees): Chester Marvin (FOTR)-treasurer, Paul Stark-secretary, Sally Petrella-president, Paula Trilety-trustee, Roger Corpolongo, trustee, Tom McNulty-trustee, Peggy Dankert-trustee, Tim Kirsten-DAM, Doug Ritz, Cindy Ritz, Barb Matney-WCO, Joe Matney-WCO, Marty Bastien, Joe Haskins, Garrett Dempsey-Sierra Club, Sarah West, Eric Tomlinson-Elite Archery, Jim Gallagher, Juliana Fulton-City of Detroit, Adam Barrett, John DeRuiter-City of Detroit, Donna Miller-City of Detroit, Athena Zissis-National Park Service, Jordan Walker-Rep for Joyce Ayers, Ana Quevedo-Sierra Club, Andrea Gallucci-historian, Sam Shopinski-Nat'l Kidney Foundation.

Minutes from January were read and accepted. 
Treasurer's Report for the period from Jan 17 – Feb. 20 (Chester Marvin) 
Total income: $60.54. We received $52.80 in memberships, $7.74 Amazon Smile donations. Total expenses: $0. Balance: $6893.88. Chester received a debit card for our organization.  

Membership Report: (Paul Stark):  37 regular memberships and 6 organization memberships.

President's Report
Board Meeting Report. Paula Trilety was appointed new membership chair, Lorraine was appointed new corresponding secretary.  We discussed and updated our goals for 2018 including hiring a project manager and adding video surveillance cameras for dumpers and snow removal as priorities.
The FORP Annual Meeting will be on April 17, 6pm at Brennan Pools Banquet Hall.  
Rouge Park Summer Weekend Closures.  Sally will meet next week with the city to plan the first trial closure.  The mayor is in support.  No date is set yet.
May 19 Rouge Park Appreciation Day.  CRCAA may join us at Joy & Spinoza for registration and lunch for our separate clean-ups.

Old Business
1. Deer Crossing Signs.  Thank you Peggy Dankert.  Alicia Bell's office was instrumental in getting them up.
2. Upcoming Events: 
	a. RPAD is set for May 19. A Scout Camporee in Scout Hollow is planned for the same day.
	b. Spring Clean-Up Day: April 28, 10:00am.  
	c. Rouge-a-thlon April 21 sponsored by Tour-Detroit.
	d. The tree planting, bench and plaque in memory of Lisa Goldsmith will be placed on Saturday June 2 at 	noon, after the planting they are planning a memorial motorcycle ride through the park.
	e. GM Cody Rouge Days. 
	f. Butterfly Walk, no date set yet.
	g. Sept. 8 ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of the Sorenson Rec. Area

City of Detroit – Michigan Trust Fund Grant Projects (Juliana Fulton, Donna & John DeRuiter)
News: The General Services Depatment has merged with the Parks & Rec. Department under Brad Dick.  Brennan Rec Area (see map):  A new splash pad and new basketball courts will be built.  Other improvements may include a new small playground, picnic area, tennis/pickleball court and new sidewalk linking these amenities.  Possible future improvements may include a new large playground, fitness equipment, upgrades to the existing picnic pavilion and horseshoe courts, a new picnic area near improved football/soccer field along Orangelawn St.  Also, more trees may be planted and additional benches, garbage cans, bike racks and a bake fixing station may be added.  Concerns about security were discussed and surveillance cameras were suggested.  Programming at the pool was suggested (adult swim times, teen events, swim classes, etc.) and a GaGa ball court on the site of the old diving pool was recommended.  Juliana stated that she is advocating for painted bike lanes throughout the park. 
Sorenson Rec Area: Ball fields, a playground, picnic shelter, walking path and expanded parking are part of the plan.  Also improved access to the promenade and boulders to block ATVs.

Motor City's Grant: Sorenson Recreation Area signage and restoration project (Athena Zissus-NPS).
Four interpretive signs are planned. We had a discussion of what the signs should focus on.  Suggestions included information on Charles Sorenson, automotive history, Rouge Park history, history of the site (geological, Native American, European settlement up to the present).  Ideas included addressing Derby Hill history and Canon history. 
Sierra Inspiring Connections Outdoors Program at Scout Hollow. A new SCA intern, Ana Queveda has joined the project.  They are working on planning the Camporee Day on May 17.  The Kresge Foundation will soon be releasing a press release to promote their support for Scout Hollow.

Other News
Rouge Park listed as must visit place on Model D. (link)

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.



